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W H E N  A  D R E A M . . .

It was a breezy summer evening when four friends and 
colleagues decided to embark on this adventure called 

Hippo. July 2012. They liked the idea of 
creating a little something that would motivate children to 

improve their English, that would bring 
together children from di�erent countries, and listen to 

them speak in English while becoming friends. It seemed 
quite ambitious and  far-fetched at the time. So when the 

issue of ‘How do we call it?’ came up, one of the four 
suggested Hippo. Why Hippo, the gigantic animal of the 
African rivers? The Hippo is often associated with power 

and strength due to its size. Docile herbivores until they are 
placed into a challenging situation. And this idea was a 

considerable challenge.
English without borders – connecting through knowledge.



. . . C O M E S  T R U E

The aim of Hippo, the only truly international Olympiad in 
the English language, is to encourage the students to get 

the most out of themselves, unlock their personal potential, 
stimulate the development of a shared sense of identity 
and integration through the joy of participation. We are 

keen on creating and nourishing friendly 
relations,international understanding and a spirit of healthy 

competition between young people who love English 
language from all around the world.

By participating in such an Olympiad, students get a chance 
to measure their level of English against international 

standards and get used to the concept of examination. 
Schools will more easily understand the level of English of 

their pupils and challenge them to learn more.

The �rst edition was held in 2013, with around 5,000 
students from 6 countries and 44 �nalists. As the number of 

participating students grew over the years, in 2016 the 
semi-�nal round was introduced. The 2021 edition had 182 

�nalists from almost 50 di�erent countries and was held 
both online and onsite. 
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2 0 1 2  -  2 0 2 2 A  H I P P O  Y E A R

HIPPO FOUNDERS

By the time �nalists reach the �nal round venue, so many di�erent things by a number of sta� 
will have been done. It starts with the regulations, normally drafted and �nalised between 

September and October. In the meantime, the country coordinators inform schools and decide 
on the test dates to organise the semi-�nal round in their respective countries.

The �nal round venue is then booked and, not only booked, but �rst a shortlist of venues 
created, all of them inspected, narrowed down and then chosen.

Let’s not forget the exams! Otherwise, what would the students complete? Throughout the 
Olympiad, students take examinations prepared by Gatehouse Awards and our Hippo team of 

examiners for both paper based and online version.

After the tests are held, what comes next is OMR scanning, marking and ranking lists. One of the 
�rst more exciting moments. Then we go on to the semi-�nal round and the excitement grows as 

we get closer to having the list of �nalists.

The �nal round is the most exhilarating moment of the year. We �nally get to see our �nalists, 
coming to meet each other from over 50 countries, and we feel that our hard work has paid o�.

There are so many people involved in the processes, and we thank them profusely. Not only to 
the members of the sta�, but also to the coordinators, for their hard work and involvement, to 

the teachers, who keep believing in the Olympiad, to the students, who become part of our big 
Hippo family.



S T O R I E S  W I T H O U T  B O R D E R S



“Learning a foreign language and the culture that 
goes with it, is one of the most useful things we can do 

to broaden the empathy and imaginative 
sympathy and cultural outlook of children.”

Michael Gove


